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Two people were killed during clashes between police and demonstrators on the 25th anniversary
of the 1973 military coup that overthrew the democratically elected government of Salvador Allende
(1970-1973). In Washington, documents newly released by the US government confirm extensive
US involvement in the coup led by Gen. Augusto Pinochet (1973-1990). The anniversary of the coup
came a day after Chile's Supreme Court ruled that the Geneva Convention has greater legal weight
than the 1978 Amnesty Law. The ruling could open the door to prosecution in the cases of more than
1,000 disappeared individuals.
The court also ordered reopening an investigation into the disappearance of Pedro Enrique Poblete
Cordova, a political opponent of Pinochet. Thousands of Chileans were killed or imprisoned in the
aftermath of the coup and during the years of military rule. Official figures put the number of people
killed for political reasons at 3,197.
During demonstrations marking the anniversary, in addition to the two deaths, nearly 80 people
were injured, several seriously, and more than 300 were arrested. Police used tear gas and water
cannons to disperse the crowds. Because of the symbolism surrounding the 25th anniversary
and this being the last year the coup will be marked by a national holiday, human rights groups
and leftist parties sought permission to pay homage to Allende by marching past La Moneda
presidential palace, where the socialist president died during the coup. This has not been allowed
since democracy was restored in 1990. Although the parties of the governing Concertacion coalition
were among those asking permission, the administration of President Eduardo Frei refused. Leftist
groups said the demonstration turned violent when authorities refused to allow people to file
past La Moneda. Police and the government blamed the violence on "subversives" they said had
infiltrated the protest.
In the afternoon, the demonstrators, headed by Gladys Marin, secretary general of the Partido
Comunista (PC), and leaders of human rights groups arrived at Allende's tomb and the memorial
to the disappeared in Santiago's General Cemetery. "We have forgotten nothing, we have forgiven
nothing, we have reconciled with no one," said lawyer Julia Urqueta of the Comite de Defensa de
los Derechos del Pueblo (CODEPU). "The only reconciliation possible is with truth and justice."
She demanded that leaders of the former military government turn over information about what
happened to the detained and disappeared.

Police and demonstrators blame each other
In the aftermath of the violence, the Asamblea Nacional por los Derechos Humanos blamed the
government for what occurred. Gladys Marin said police provoked the demonstrators, and she
accused the government of "authoritarianism and poor judgement." The action of the Carabineros
"was professional, preventative, and proportional," said undersecretary of the interior Belisario
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Velasco. Minister of the Interior Raul Troncoso said the government had no intention of conducting
an investigation into the incidents. He said the authorities were acting within the norms for
maintaining public security. "I think we did what we had to do," said Troncoso.

Government calls for reconciliation
Meanwhile, other observances of the Pinochet coup were subdued, with the parades and
celebrations of previous years canceled in what authorities said was a gesture toward national
reconciliation. In a speech to supporters, the 82-year-old Pinochet cited the economic progress
during his 17-ear regime, and said, "We feel proud of the action we took on that unforgettable
occasion." This is the last year the anniversary of the coup will be a national holiday. After an
agreement between senators of the Concertacion and Pinochet, the Chilean Senate voted to abolish
the holiday and replace it with a "National Unity Day" on the first Monday in September. The
measure is now in the lower house, but some deputies object to Pinochet's participation in drafting
the legislation.
The Catholic Church has become more active in trying to heal the wounds left by the dictatorship.
Francisco Javier Errazuriz, Archbishop of Santiago, celebrated a mass for unity on the anniversary
of the coup. Pinochet did not attend the mass. Legislators of the Partido Socialista (PS) warned
they would leave the church if Pinochet attended, because the retired general had never made any
gesture toward reconciliation. "They can't talk to us about reconciliation when the man chiefly
responsible for the human rights violations is in the Senate," said psychiatrist Paz Rojas, president
of CODEPU. Chile's problem, 25 years after the coup, is not reconciliation, she said, but the
impunity enjoyed by those who committed human rights abuses during the dictatorship.

US releases documents on its involvement in coup
Meanwhile, declassified US documents, made public on the anniversary of the coup, added new
details about Washington's campaign to destabilize the Allende government, which culminated
in the bloody military coup. The documents acknowledge the secret US role in helping lay the
groundwork for the coup, including advice and payments by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
of US$1.5 million to the anti-Allende El Mercurio newspaper. The CIA spent at least US$8 million
between 1970 and 1973 on destabilization activities. Then president Richard Nixon had ordered the
CIA to take a direct role in organizing a military coup. But Nixon and members of the administration
claimed that the plan was called off following Allende's inauguration in November 1970.
The documents, which were obtained by the independent National Security Archive (NSA), make
it clear that Nixon and then national security adviser Henry Kissinger lied when they claimed
they had canceled plans to foment a coup. In a top secret memorandum recounting a conversation
between Kissinger, Gen. Alexander Haig, and two top CIA officials on Oct. 15, 1970, Kissinger
ordered the CIA to "continue keeping the pressure on every Allende weak spot in sight now, after
the 24th of October [when the election was ratified by the Chilean Congress], and into the future
until such time as new marching orders are given."
A secret cable sent the next day from CIA headquarters to the agency's station chief in Santiago
ordered that, even if a military coup did not take place before Allende's inauguration, "efforts in
this regard will continue vigorously beyond this date." The documents also show the US support
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 3

LADB Article Id: 54593
ISSN: 1060-4189

for Pinochet immediately following the coup, including White House orders to the CIA to "assist
the junta in gaining a more positive image, both at home and abroad." The declassified documents
show that officials were well aware of the executions and torture by the junta but were concerned
primarily with the execution of two US citizens in the National Stadium, since these killings posed
"a difficult public relations situation," according to an Oct. 21, 1973, cable.
The release of the documents "begins to open the closet of national secrets in both Chile and the
US," said NSA senior analyst Peter Kornbluh. "These documents provide a dramatic reminder of
a dark history that the powers that be in both Santiago and Washington would prefer to forget."
Following the release of the documents, on Sept. 14, senators in Chile argued over the extent of US
intervention against the Allende government.
Rightist senators maintained that the US support was not decisive, and that the coup would have
taken place with or without US intervention. Socialist legislators argued, however, that the White
House campaign was pivotal to the coup, which they insisted could have been avoided. On Sept.
15, the Chamber of Deputies honored Allende with a ceremony organized by the parties of the
governing Concertacion coalition. Although members of the opposition maintained a respectful
silence during the ceremony, afterward they criticized the "distortion of the past" by speakers
praising Allende. [Sources: Agence France-Presse, Clarin (Argentina), 09/11/98; Associated Press,
Reuters, 09/12/98; Inter Press Service, 09/09/98, 09/11/98, 09/14/98; CHIP (Chile), CNN, El Nuevo
Herald (Miami), 09/14/98; Notimex, 09/12/98, 09/15/98; Spanish news service EFE, 09/12/98, 09/14/98,
09/15/98]
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